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Sampling

Sampling Procedure

MICRODATA SOURCE: Central Statistics Office

SAMPLE DESIGN: A 10% random sample of the recoded household records from each county was selected. The records
within each county were sorted randomly before output to the sample file.

SAMPLE UNIT: Household

SAMPLE FRACTION: 10%

SAMPLE SIZE (person records): 337,686

Weighting

Self-weighting (expansion factor=10)

3



Ireland - Census of Population of Ireland 1979 - IPUMS Subset

Questionnaires

Overview

The information is based on Form A - Household Schedule.
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Data Collection

Data Collection Dates
Start End Cycle
1979-04-01 1979-04-01 N/A

Time Periods
Start End Cycle
1979-04-01 1979-04-01 N/A

Data Collection Mode
Face-to-face [f2f] 

DATA COLLECTION NOTES

De facto, CENSUS DAY: April 1, 1979

SUPERVISION

Direct and self-enumeration
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Data Processing
No content available
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Data Appraisal
No content available
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File Description

8



Ireland - Census of Population of Ireland 1979 - IPUMS Subset

Variable List
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IRL1979-H-H

Content Household records

Cases 0 

Variable(s) 29 

Structure
Type: relational
Keys: SERIAL(Household serial number) 

Version Version 6.4, IPUMS sample 

Producer Minnesota Population Center 

Missing Data

Variables

ID Name Label Type Format Question

V1 RECTYPE Record type discrete character

V2 SERIAL Household serial number contin numeric

V3 YEAR Year discrete numeric

V4 SAMPLE IPUMS sample identifier discrete numeric

V5 REGIONW Continent and region of country discrete numeric

V6 PERSONS Number of person records in the household contin numeric

V7 SUBSAMP Subsample number discrete numeric

V8 GQ Group quarters (collective dwelling) status discrete numeric

V9 ENUTS1 NUTS1 Region, Europe discrete numeric

V10 ENUTS2 NUTS2 Region, Europe discrete numeric

V11 ENUTS3 NUTS3 Region, Europe discrete numeric

V12 HEADLOC Head's location in household contin numeric

V13 HHTYPE Household classification discrete numeric

V14 NFAMS Number of families in household discrete numeric

V15 GEOLEV1 1st subnational geographic level, world [consistent
boundaries over time] 

discrete numeric

V16 IE1979A_0000 Record type discrete numeric Record type 

V17 IE1979A_0001 Dwelling number contin numeric Dwelling number 

V18 IE1979A_0002 Household number (within dwelling) discrete numeric Household number (within
dwelling) 

V19 IE1979A_0006 Number of persons in household discrete numeric Number of persons in
household 

V20 IE1979A_0016 Dwelling created by splitting apart a large dwelling or
household 

discrete numeric Dwelling created by splitting
apart a large dwelling or
household 

V21 IE1979A_0021 Household type discrete numeric B. [] 1 Private household in
house or flat [] 2 Private
household in caravan, mobile
home etc. [] 3 Non-private
household 

V22 IE1979A_0022 Communal dwelling discrete numeric Communal dwelling 

V23 HHWT Household weight contin numeric
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ID Name Label Type Format Question

V24 GEO1_IE Ireland, Region 1971 - 2011 [Level 1; consistent
boundaries, GIS] 

discrete numeric

V25 GEO1_IE1979 Ireland, Region 1979 [Level 1; GIS] discrete numeric

V26 NCOUPLES Number of married couples in household discrete numeric

V27 NMOTHERS Number of mothers in household discrete numeric

V28 NFATHERS Number of fathers in household discrete numeric

V29 COUNTRY Country discrete numeric
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IRL1979-P-H

Content Person records

Cases 0 

Variable(s) 39 

Structure
Type: relational
Keys: PERNUM(Person number), SERIAL(Household serial number [person version]) 

Version Version 6.4, IPUMS sample 

Producer Minnesota Population Center 

Missing Data

Variables

ID Name Label Type Format Question

V30 PERNUM Person number contin numeric

V31 AGE Age discrete numeric

V32 SEX Sex discrete numeric

V33 STEPPOP Probable stepfather discrete numeric

V34 STEPMOM Probable stepmother discrete numeric

V35 POLY2ND Woman is second or higher order wife discrete numeric

V36 FAMUNIT Family unit membership contin numeric

V37 FAMSIZE Number of own family members in household discrete numeric

V38 NCHILD Number of own children in household discrete numeric

V39 NCHLT5 Number of own children under age 5 in
household 

discrete numeric

V40 ELDCH Age of eldest own child in household discrete numeric

V41 YNGCH Age of youngest own child in household discrete numeric

V42 SUBFREL Relationship to head of subfamily discrete numeric

V43 SUBFNUM Subfamily membership number discrete numeric

V44 AGE2 Age, grouped into intervals discrete numeric

V45 POPLOC Father's location in household contin numeric

V46 SPRULE Rule for linking spouse discrete numeric

V47 SPLOC Spouse's location in household contin numeric

V48 MOMLOC Mother's location in household contin numeric

V49 POLYMAL Man with more than one wife linked discrete numeric

V50 PARRULE Rule for linking parent discrete numeric

V51 RELATE Relationship to household head [general
version] 

discrete numeric

V52 RELATED Relationship to household head [detailed
version] 

discrete numeric

V53 MARST Marital status [general version] discrete numeric

V54 MARSTD Marital status [detailed version] discrete numeric

V55 ERELATE Relationship to head, Europe discrete numeric

V56 EMARST Marital status, Europe discrete numeric
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ID Name Label Type Format Question

V57 IE1979A_0003 Person number (within household) discrete numeric Person number (within household) 

V58 IE1979A_0400 Relationship to family head discrete numeric 3. Relationship to head of household
_______ Write "Head", "Wife", "Son",
"Daughter", "Visitor", "Patient",
"Employee", etc. as appropriate.
Anyone in a private household whose
usual residence is elsewhere should be
described as "Visitor" whether related
to the head of the household or not. 

V59 IE1979A_0401 Sex discrete numeric 2. Sex [] 1 Male [] 2 Female 

V60 IE1979A_0402 Age discrete numeric 4. Date of birth Use numbers: e.g.,
14/2/1936 Day___ Month___ Year___ 

V61 IE1979A_0403 Marital status discrete numeric 5. Marital status The marital status
indicated should relate to the person's
present legal status. If under 15 years
of age (i.e., born after 1 April, 1964),
please check box 1. [] 1 Child [] 2
Single [] 3 Married [] 4 Widowed [] 5
Other status 

V62 IE1979A_0404 Changed residence from outside state discrete numeric 6. Change of residence from outside
the state Did the person change
[his/her] permanent residence to
Ireland (Republic) from outside the
country during the 12 months before
31 March, 1979? [] 1 Yes [] 2 No 

V63 PERWT Person weight contin numeric

V64 YEARP Year [person version] contin numeric

V65 SAMPLEP IPUMS sample identifier [person version] contin numeric

V66 SERIAL Household serial number [person version] contin numeric

V67 COUNTRYP Country [person version] contin numeric

V68 RECTYPEP Record type [person version] discrete character
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Record type (RECTYPE) 
File: IRL1979-H-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: character
Width: 1

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

RECTYPE identifies the type of record for the case: household or person. 

NOTE: RECTYPE is an alphabetic (character string) variable with a value of 'H' for household records and 'P' for person
records. RECTYPE will not appear as a variable in the default rectangular extracts produced by the data extract system. It is
only available in hierarchical extracts, to distinguish between the two record types.

Household serial number (SERIAL) 
File: IRL1979-H-H
Overview

Type: Continuous
Format: numeric
Width: 10
Decimals: 0

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

SERIAL is an identifying number unique to each household in a given sample. All person records are assigned the same
serial number as the household record that they follow. (Person records also have their own unique identifiers -- see
PERNUM.) The combination of SAMPLE and SERIAL provides a unique identifier for every household in the
IPUMS-International database; SAMPLE, SERIAL and PERNUM uniquely identify every person in the database. 

SERIAL can be used to identify dwellings in some samples. In these samples, the first 7 digits of SERIAL provide the dwelling
number common to all households that were sampled from the same structure. The last three digits give the sequence of
the household within the dwelling. The following is a list of samples in which dwellings can be inferred:

Chile 1970, 1992, 2002
Colombia 1993, 2005
Costa Rica 1984, 2000
Cuba 2002
Dominican Republic 1981, 2002, 2010
Ecuador 1990, 2001
Germany 1971
Hungary 1980, 1990, 2001
Jamaica 1982, 1991, 2001
Malaysia 1970, 1991, 2000
Mexico 1995, 1990, 2000, 2005
Nigeria 2006
Panama 2000
Peru 1993, 2007
Portugal 1981, 1991, 2001
Spain 1991
Uruguay 2011
Venezuela 1990, 2001
Vietnam 1989 

In all other samples, the last 3 digits are always zeroes.

SERIAL was constructed for IPUMS-International, and has no relation to the serial number in the original datasets.

Year (YEAR) 
File: IRL1979-H-H
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Year (YEAR) 
File: IRL1979-H-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 4
Decimals: 0
Range: 1960-2011

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

YEAR gives the year in which the census was taken.

IPUMS sample identifier (SAMPLE) 
File: IRL1979-H-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 9
Decimals: 0
Range: 32197001-894201001

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

SAMPLE identifies the IPUMS sample from which the case is drawn. Each sample receives a unique 9-digit code. The code is
structured as follows:

The first 3 digits are the ISO/UN codes used in COUNTRY

The next 4 digits are the year of the census/survey

The final 2 digits identify the sample within the year. For the last two digits, censuses or large census-like surveys have a
value "0" (e.g, 01) in the second-to-last digit, household surveys have a value of "2" (e.g., 21), and employment surveys
have a value of "4" (e.g., 41).

Continent and region of country (REGIONW) 
File: IRL1979-H-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 2
Decimals: 0
Range: 11-54

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

REGIONW identifies the continent and region of each country.

Number of person records in the household (PERSONS) 
File: IRL1979-H-H
Overview
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Number of person records in the household (PERSONS) 
File: IRL1979-H-H
Type: Continuous
Format: numeric
Width: 3
Decimals: 0

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

PERSONS indicates how many person records are included in the household (i.e., the number of person records associated
with the household record in the sample). These person records will all have the same serial number (SERIAL) as the
household record. The information contained in the household record will normally apply to all of these persons.

Subsample number (SUBSAMP) 
File: IRL1979-H-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 2
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-99

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

SUBSAMP allocates each case to one of 100 subsample replicates, randomly numbered from 0 to 99. Each subsample is
nationally representative and preserves any stratification of the sample from which it is drawn. Users who need a
representative subset of a sample can use SUBSAMP to select their cases. For example, to randomly extract 10% of the
cases from a sample, select any 10 of the 100 subsamples.

Group quarters (collective dwelling) status (GQ) 
File: IRL1979-H-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 2
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-99

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

GQ identifies households as vacant dwellings, group quarters, or private households. Group quarters -- collective dwellings
-- are generally institutions and other group living arrangements such as rooming houses and boarding schools.

Institutions often retain persons under formal supervision or custody, such as correctional institutions, military barracks,
asylums, or nursing homes. Educational and religious group dwellings (e.g., boarding schools, convents, monasteries, etc.)
are also included in the institutional classification. 

Group quarter designations are often useful for understanding the universe of households that answered questions about
household characteristics. Censuses will often exclude group quarters from such questions.

NUTS1 Region, Europe (ENUTS1) 
File: IRL1979-H-H
Overview
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NUTS1 Region, Europe (ENUTS1) 
File: IRL1979-H-H
Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 4
Decimals: 0
Range: 101-9999

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

ENUTS1 identifies the Nomenclature of Territorial Units for Statistics (NUTS) within Europe in which the household was
enumerated. NUTS1 is the first level territorial units within countries. NUTS is a standard administrative division of the
European Union, and was developed by the EU. The European Free Trade Association extends the NUTS system to several
additional countries outside of the EU, and they are also incorporated into this variable. 

The code labels include the standard code for the NUTS1 system and the name of the NUTS1 region, separated by a slash.

The full set of geography variables for the countries can be found in the IPUMS International Geography variables list. For
cross-national geographic analysis on the first and second major administrative level refer to GEOLEV1, and GEOLEV2. More
information on IPUMS-International geography can be found here.

NUTS2 Region, Europe (ENUTS2) 
File: IRL1979-H-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 4
Decimals: 0
Range: 111-3407

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

ENUTS2 identifies the Nomenclature of Territorial Units for Statistics (NUTS) within Europe in which the household was
enumerated. NUTS2 is the second level territorial units within countries. NUTS is a standard administrative division of the
European Union, and was developed by the EU. The European Free Trade Association extends the NUTS system to several
additional countries outside of the EU, and they are also incorporated into this variable. 

The code labels include the standard code for the NUTS2 system and the name of the NUTS2 region, separated by a slash.

The full set of geography variables for the countries can be found in the IPUMS International Geography variables list. For
cross-national geographic analysis on the first and second major administrative level refer to GEOLEV1, and GEOLEV2. More
information on IPUMS-International geography can be found here.

NUTS3 Region, Europe (ENUTS3) 
File: IRL1979-H-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 5
Decimals: 0
Range: 1111-34070

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

18



Ireland - Census of Population of Ireland 1979 - IPUMS Subset

NUTS3 Region, Europe (ENUTS3) 
File: IRL1979-H-H
ENUTS3 identifies the Nomenclature of Territorial Units for Statistics (NUTS) within Europe in which the household was
enumerated. NUTS3 is the third level territorial units within countries. NUTS is a standard administrative division of the
European Union, and was developed by the EU. The European Free Trade Association extends the NUTS system to several
additional countries outside of the EU, and they are also incorporated into this variable. 

The code labels include the standard code for the NUTS3 system and the name of the NUTS3 region, separated by a slash.

The full set of geography variables for the countries can be found in the IPUMS International Geography variables list. For
cross-national geographic analysis on the first and second major administrative level refer to GEOLEV1, and GEOLEV2. More
information on IPUMS-International geography can be found here.

Head's location in household (HEADLOC) 
File: IRL1979-H-H
Overview

Type: Continuous
Format: numeric
Width: 3
Decimals: 0

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

HEADLOC gives the person number of the head of household in samples in which persons are organized into households.

Household classification (HHTYPE) 
File: IRL1979-H-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 2
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-99

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

HHTYPE is a constructed variable that describes the composition of households. 
HHTYPE is constructed from information in RELATE (relationship to head), from the constructed pointer variables SPLOC,
MOMLOC, and POPLOC (location of spouse, mother, and father), and from information on group quarters status, GQ.

Number of families in household (NFAMS) 
File: IRL1979-H-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 1
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-9

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description
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Number of families in household (NFAMS) 
File: IRL1979-H-H
NFAMS is a constructed variable that indicates the number of families within each household. A "family" is any group of
persons related by blood, adoption, or marriage. An unrelated individual within the household is considered a separate
family. Thus, a household consisting of a widow and her servant contains two families; a household consisting of a large,
multiple-generation extended family with no lodgers or servants would count as a single family. 

NFAMS is constructed from information in RELATE (relationship to head) and from the constructed pointer variables SPLOC,
MOMLOC, and POPLOC (location of spouse, mother, and father). See those variable descriptions for more detail.

1st subnational geographic level, world [consistent boundaries
over time] (GEOLEV1) 
File: IRL1979-H-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 6
Decimals: 0
Range: 32002-894010

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

GEOLEV1 indicates the major administrative unit in which the household was enumerated. The variable incorporates the
geographies for every country, to enable cross-national geographic analysis over time. First administrative units in
GEOLEV1 have been spatiotemporally harmonized to provide spatially consistent boundaries across samples in each
country.

Record type (IE1979A_0000) 
File: IRL1979-H-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 1
Decimals: 0
Range: 1-2

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

This variable indicates the record type.

Universe

All records

Literal question

Record type

Dwelling number (IE1979A_0001) 
File: IRL1979-H-H
Overview

Type: Continuous
Format: numeric
Width: 6
Decimals: 0

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

This variable indicates the dwelling number.
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Dwelling number (IE1979A_0001) 
File: IRL1979-H-H
Universe

All households

Literal question

Dwelling number

Household number (within dwelling) (IE1979A_0002) 
File: IRL1979-H-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 1
Decimals: 0
Range: 1-1

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

This variable indicates the household number (within dwelling).

Universe

All households

Literal question

Household number (within dwelling)

Number of persons in household (IE1979A_0006) 
File: IRL1979-H-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 2
Decimals: 0
Range: 1-21

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

This variable indicates the number of persons in household.

Universe

All households

Literal question

Number of persons in household

Dwelling created by splitting apart a large dwelling or household
(IE1979A_0016) 
File: IRL1979-H-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 1
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-2

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description
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Dwelling created by splitting apart a large dwelling or household
(IE1979A_0016) 
File: IRL1979-H-H
This variable indicates if the dwelling was created by splitting apart a large dwelling or household.

Universe

All households

Literal question

Dwelling created by splitting apart a large dwelling or household

Household type (IE1979A_0021) 
File: IRL1979-H-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 1
Decimals: 0
Range: 1-3

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

This variable indicates the household type.

Universe

All households

Literal question

B.
[] 1 Private household in house or flat
[] 2 Private household in caravan, mobile home etc.
[] 3 Non-private household

Communal dwelling (IE1979A_0022) 
File: IRL1979-H-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 1
Decimals: 0
Range: 1-2

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

This variable indicates communal dwelling.

Universe

All households

Literal question

Communal dwelling

Household weight (HHWT) 
File: IRL1979-H-H
Overview
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Household weight (HHWT) 
File: IRL1979-H-H
Type: Continuous
Format: numeric
Width: 8
Decimals: 2

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

HHWT indicates the number of households in the population represented by the household in the sample.

For the samples that are truly weighted (see the comparability discussion), HHWT must be used to yield accurate
household-level statistics.

NOTE: HHWT has 2 implied decimal places. That is, the last two digits of the eight-digit variable are decimal digits, but
there is no actual decimal in the data.

Ireland, Region 1971 - 2011 [Level 1; consistent boundaries, GIS]
(GEO1_IE) 
File: IRL1979-H-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 6
Decimals: 0
Range: 372001-372008

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

GEO1A_IE identifies the household's regional authority within Ireland in all sample years. Regional authorities are the first
level administrative units of the country. GEO1A_IE is spatially harmonized to account for political boundary changes across
census years. Some detail is lost in harmonization. A GIS map (in shapefile format), corresponding to GEO1A_IE can be
downloaded from the GIS Boundary files page in the IPUMS International web site. 

The full set of geography variables for Ireland can be found in the IPUMS International Geography variables list. For
cross-national geographic analysis on the first and second major administrative level refer to GEOLEV1, and GEOLEV2. More
information on IPUMS-International geography can be found here.

Ireland, Region 1979 [Level 1; GIS] (GEO1_IE1979) 
File: IRL1979-H-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 3
Decimals: 0
Range: 1-8

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

GEO1_ IE1979 identifies the household's region within Ireland in 1979. Regions are the first level administrative units of the
country. A GIS map (in shapefile format), corresponding to GEO1_ IE1979 can be downloaded from the GIS Boundary files
page in the IPUMS International web site. 

The full set of geography variables for Ireland can be found in the IPUMS International Geography variables list. For
cross-national geographic analysis on the first and second major administrative level of any country refer to GEOLEV1, and
GEOLEV2. More information on IPUMS-International geography can be found here.
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Number of married couples in household (NCOUPLES) 
File: IRL1979-H-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 1
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-9

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

NCOUPLES is a constructed variable indicating the number of married/in-union couples within a household. 

NCOUPLES is constructed using the IPUMS-International pointer variable SPLOC (spouse's location in the household).

Number of mothers in household (NMOTHERS) 
File: IRL1979-H-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 1
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-9

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

NMOTHERS is a constructed variable indicating the number of mothers -- of persons of any age -- within a household.

NMOTHERS is constructed using the IPUMS-International pointer variable MOMLOC (mother's location in the household).

Number of fathers in household (NFATHERS) 
File: IRL1979-H-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 1
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-9

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

NFATHERS is a constructed variable indicating the number of fathers -- of persons of any age -- within a household.

NFATHERS is constructed using the IPUMS-International pointer variable POPLOC (father's location in the household).

Country (COUNTRY) 
File: IRL1979-H-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 3
Decimals: 0
Range: 32-894

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

COUNTRY gives the country from which the sample was drawn. The codes assigned to each country are those used by the
UN Statistics Division and the ISO (International Organization for Standardization).
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Person number (PERNUM) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Overview

Type: Continuous
Format: numeric
Width: 3
Decimals: 0

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

PERNUM numbers all persons within each household consecutively (starting with "1" for the first person record of each
household). When combined with SAMPLE and SERIAL, PERNUM uniquely identifies each person in the IPUMS-International
database.

Age (AGE) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 3
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-999

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

AGE gives age in years as of the person's last birthday prior to or on the day of enumeration.

Sex (SEX) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 1
Decimals: 0
Range: 1-9

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

SEX reports the sex (gender) of the respondent.

Probable stepfather (STEPPOP) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 1
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-3

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description
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Probable stepfather (STEPPOP) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
STEPPOP indicates whether a person's father, as identified by POPLOC , was most probably not the person's biological
father. Non-zero values of STEPPOP explain why it is probable that the person's father was a step- or adopted father. A
value of 0 indicates no likely stepfather because (1) the father identified in POPLOC was probably the biological father or (2)
there is no father of this person present in the household.

The codes for STEPPOP are as follows:

0 = Biological father or no father of this person present in household. 
1 = Child reports father is deceased.
2 = Explicitly identified relationship (stepchild, adopted child, child of unmarried partner; stepchild/child-in-law). 
3 = Age difference between father and child was less than 12 or greater than 54 years.

See PARRULE for a description of the linking process.

Users should note that there are many stepfathers and adopted fathers in the population that cannot be identified with
information available in the censuses. Therefore, STEPPOP will always under-represent their actual number in the
population.

Probable stepmother (STEPMOM) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 1
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-6

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

STEPMOM indicates whether a person's mother, as identified by MOMLOC, was most probably not the person's biological
mother. Non-zero values of STEPMOM explain why it is probable that the person's mother was a step- or adopted mother. A
value of 0 indicates no likely stepmother because (1) the mother identified in MOMLOC was probably the biological mother
or (2) there is no mother of this person present in the household.

The codes for STEPMOM are as follows:

0 = Biological mother or no mother of this person present in household. 
1 = Mother has no children borne or surviving.
2 = Child reports mother is deceased.
3 = Explicitly identified relationship (stepchild, adopted child, child of unmarried partner, stepchild/child-in-law). 
4 = Mother reports no children in the home.
5 = Age difference between mother and child was less than 12 or greater than 54 years.
6 = Child exceeds known fertility of mother.

See PARRULE for a description of the linking process.

Users should note that there are many stepmothers and adopted mothers in the population that cannot be identified with
information available in the censuses. Therefore, STEPMOM will always under-represent their actual number in the
population.

Woman is second or higher order wife (POLY2ND) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Overview
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Woman is second or higher order wife (POLY2ND) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 1
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-1

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

POLY2ND indicates if a woman was the second or higher order wife linked to a husband in the constructed IPUMS variable
SPLOC -- Spouse's Location in Household. The variable does not suggest the actual marital order of wives, only their
relative positions in the person order of the household as it was enumerated.

The point of POLY2ND is to facilitate using SPLOC in samples that identify polygamy. Some statistical matching procedures
expect to find only one matching record for each subject record.

Family unit membership (FAMUNIT) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Overview

Type: Continuous
Format: numeric
Width: 2
Decimals: 0

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

FAMUNIT is a constructed variable indicating to which family within the household a person belongs. 

All persons related to the household head receive a 1 (see RELATE). Each secondary family or secondary individual receives
a higher code. For purposes of FAMUNIT, secondary families are individuals or groups of persons linked together by the
IPUMS constructed pointer variables SPLOC, MOMLOC, and POPLOC (location of spouse, mother, and father).

Number of own family members in household (FAMSIZE) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 2
Decimals: 0
Range: 1-99

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

FAMSIZE counts the number of the person's own family members living in the household with her/him, including the person
her/himself. These include all persons related to the person by blood, adoption, or marriage as indicated by the census
forms or inferred from them.

FAMSIZE is calculated from the units identified in the IPUMS constructed variable FAMUNIT (family unit membebership). The
primary family is defined as all persons related to the head in the RELATE variable. Secondary families are individuals or
groups of persons linked together by the IPUMS constructed pointer variables SPLOC, MOMLOC, and POPLOC (location of
spouse, mother, and father).

Number of own children in household (NCHILD) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Overview
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Number of own children in household (NCHILD) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 1
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-9

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

NCHILD provides a count of the person's own children living in the household with her or him. These include all children
linked to the person via the constructed IPUMS pointer variables MOMLOC or POPLOC -- mother's and father's location in
the household.

Number of own children under age 5 in household (NCHLT5) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 1
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-9

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

NCHLT5 provides a count of the person's own children under age five living in the household with her or him. These include
all children linked to the person via the constructed IPUMS pointer variables MOMLOC or POPLOC -- mother's and father's
location in the household.

Age of eldest own child in household (ELDCH) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 2
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-99

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

ELDCH gives the age of the person's oldest own child living in the household with her or him. These include all children
linked to the person via the constructed IPUMS pointer variables MOMLOC or POPLOC -- mother's and father's location in
the household. 

ELDCH is top-coded at age 50 or older.

Age of youngest own child in household (YNGCH) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 2
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-99

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description
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Age of youngest own child in household (YNGCH) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
YNGCH gives the age of the person's youngest own child living in the household with her or him. These include all children
linked to the person via the constructed IPUMS pointer variables MOMLOC or POPLOC -- mother's and father's location in
the household. 

YNGCH is top-coded at age 50 or older.

Relationship to head of subfamily (SUBFREL) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 4
Decimals: 0
Range: 1000-9999

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

SUBFREL describes the relationship of the individual to the head of the subfamily (in most cases, conjugal unit). It is distinct
from RELATE, which identifies a person's relationship to the head of the household. There can be multiple subfamilies
within households. The particular subfamily to which a person belongs is recorded in SUBFNUM.

Persons living alone without other family are identified as "heads" of family.

Subfamily membership number (SUBFNUM) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 3
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-13

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

SUBFNUM gives the number of the subfamily to which the person belongs within the household (1 = first subfamily, 2 =
second subfamily, etc.). SUBFNUM records the identification of subfamilies in the original dataset, which generally
correspond to conjugal units and their offspring.

Age, grouped into intervals (AGE2) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 2
Decimals: 0
Range: 1-98

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

AGE2 gives computed years of age grouped into intervals.
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Father's location in household (POPLOC) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Overview

Type: Continuous
Format: numeric
Width: 3
Decimals: 0

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

POPLOC is a constructed variable that indicates whether or not the person's father lived in the same household and, if so,
gives the person number of the father (see PERNUM). POPLOC makes it easy for researchers to link the characteristics of
children and their (probable) fathers. 

The method by which probable child-father links are identified is described in PARRULE.

The general design of POPLOC and other constructed variables follows the methods developed for IPUMS-USA "Family
Interrelationships," but the details vary significantly.

Note: POPLOC identifies social relationships (such as stepfather and adopted father) as well as biological relationships. The
variable STEPPOP is designed to identify some of these social relationships.

Rule for linking spouse (SPRULE) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 2
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-6

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

SPRULE explains the criteria by which the IPUMS-International variable SPLOC linked the person to his/her probable spouse. 

IPUMS-International establishes spouse-spouse links according to five basic rules, and SPRULE gives the number of the rule
that applied to the link in question. A sixth rule identifies sample-specific linking procedures only imposed in selected
instances.

The design of the interrelationship variables is described in this paper on IPUMSI family linking methodology.

Spouse's location in household (SPLOC) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Overview

Type: Continuous
Format: numeric
Width: 3
Decimals: 0

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

SPLOC is a constructed variable that indicates whether or not the person's spouse lived in the same household and, if so,
gives the person number (PERNUM) of the spouse. SPLOC makes it easy for researchers to link the characteristics of
(probable) spouses. 

The method by which probable spouse-spouse links are identified is described in SPRULE.

The general design of SPLOC and other constructed variables is modeled on the methods developed for IPUMS-USA "Family
Interrelationships", but the details vary significantly.
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Mother's location in household (MOMLOC) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Overview

Type: Continuous
Format: numeric
Width: 3
Decimals: 0

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

MOMLOC is a constructed variable that indicates whether or not the person's mother lived in the same household and, if so,
gives the person number of the mother (see PERNUM). MOMLOC makes it easy for researchers to link the characteristics of
children and their (probable) mothers. 

The method by which probable child-mother links are identified is described in PARRULE.

The general design of MOMLOC and other constructed variables follows the methods developed for IPUMS-USA "Family
Interrelationships," but the details vary significantly.

Note: MOMLOC identifies social relationships (such as stepmother and adopted mother) as well as biological relationships.
The variable STEPMOM is designed to identify some of these social relationships.

Man with more than one wife linked (POLYMAL) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 1
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-1

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

POLYMAL indicates if a man had more than one wife linked to him in the constructed IPUMS variable SPLOC -- Spouse's
Location in Household. 

The point of POLYMAL is to facilitate using SPLOC in samples that identify polygamy. Some statistical matching procedures
expect to find only one matching record for each subject record.

Rule for linking parent (PARRULE) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 2
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-52

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

PARRULE describes the criteria by which the IPUMS-International variables MOMLOC and POPLOC linked the person to a
probable mother and/or father. 

IPUMS-International establishes child-parent links according to five basic rules, and PARRULE gives the number of the rule
that applied to the link in question. A link to any parent automatically generates a second link to that parent's spouse or
partner, so only one rule is needed to describe both MOMLOC and POPLOC.

The design of the interrelationship variables is described in this paper on IPUMSI family linking methodology.
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Relationship to household head [general version] (RELATE) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 1
Decimals: 0
Range: 1-9

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

RELATE describes the relationship of the individual to the head of household (sometimes called the householder or
reference person).

Relationship to household head [detailed version] (RELATED) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 4
Decimals: 0
Range: 1000-9999

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

RELATE describes the relationship of the individual to the head of household (sometimes called the householder or
reference person).

Marital status [general version] (MARST) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 1
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-9

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

[program universe for et,mz samples.

MARST describes the person's current marital status according to law or custom. Individuals who remarried should report
the status relevant to their most recent marriage. Census instructions rarely explicitly limit marital status to strictly legal
unions.

Note regarding universe: The lowest age at which a person can be anything but "never married" varies among samples.

Marital status [detailed version] (MARSTD) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 3
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-999

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description
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Marital status [detailed version] (MARSTD) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
[program universe for et,mz samples.

MARST describes the person's current marital status according to law or custom. Individuals who remarried should report
the status relevant to their most recent marriage. Census instructions rarely explicitly limit marital status to strictly legal
unions.

Note regarding universe: The lowest age at which a person can be anything but "never married" varies among samples.

Relationship to head, Europe (ERELATE) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 2
Decimals: 0
Range: 10-99

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

ERELATE describes for the European samples the relationship of the individual to the head of household -- sometimes called
the householder or reference person.

ERELATE has been classified according to the recommendations of the Conference of European Statisticians for the 2010
Population and Housing Censuses.

Marital status, Europe (EMARST) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 1
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-9

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

EMARST describes for the European samples the person's current marital status according to law or custom. Individuals
who remarried should report the status relevant to their most recent marriage. European census instructions generally limit
marital status to legal unions, but there are exceptions.

EMARST has been classified according to the recommendations given by the Conference of European Statisticians for the
2010 Population and Housing Censuses.

Person number (within household) (IE1979A_0003) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 2
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-21

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

This variable indicates the person number (within household).
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Person number (within household) (IE1979A_0003) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Universe

All persons

Literal question

Person number (within household)

Relationship to family head (IE1979A_0400) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 1
Decimals: 0
Range: 1-9

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

This variable indicates the relationship of the person to the head of household.

Universe

All persons

Literal question

3. Relationship to head of household _______

Write "Head", "Wife", "Son", "Daughter", "Visitor", "Patient", "Employee", etc. as appropriate.

Anyone in a private household whose usual residence is elsewhere should be described as "Visitor" whether related to the
head of the household or not.

Sex (IE1979A_0401) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 1
Decimals: 0
Range: 1-2

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

This variable indicates the person's sex.

Universe

All persons

Literal question

2. Sex

[] 1 Male
[] 2 Female

Age (IE1979A_0402) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Overview
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Age (IE1979A_0402) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 2
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-85

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

This variable indicates the person's age.

Universe

All persons

Literal question

4. Date of birth

Use numbers: e.g., 14/2/1936

Day___
Month___
Year___

Marital status (IE1979A_0403) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 1
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-4

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

This variable indicates the person's marital status.

Universe

Persons age 15 years and older

Literal question

5. Marital status

The marital status indicated should relate to the person's present legal status.
If under 15 years of age (i.e., born after 1 April, 1964), please check box 1.

[] 1 Child
[] 2 Single
[] 3 Married
[] 4 Widowed
[] 5 Other status

Changed residence from outside state (IE1979A_0404) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 1
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-2

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description
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Changed residence from outside state (IE1979A_0404) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
This variable indicates if the person changed their residence from abroad to Ireland.

Universe

Persons who are not permanent residents

Literal question

6. Change of residence from outside the state

Did the person change [his/her] permanent residence to Ireland (Republic) from outside the country during the 12 months
before 31 March, 1979?

[] 1 Yes
[] 2 No

Person weight (PERWT) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Overview

Type: Continuous
Format: numeric
Width: 8
Decimals: 2

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

PERWT indicates the number of persons in the actual population represented by the person in the sample.

For the samples that are truly weighted (see the comparability discussion), PERWT must be used to yield accurate statistics
for the population.

NOTE: PERWT has 2 implied decimal places. That is, the last two digits of the eight-digit variable are decimal digits, but
there is no actual decimal in the data.

Year [person version] (YEARP) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Overview

Type: Continuous
Format: numeric
Width: 4
Decimals: 0

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

[This file is just a placeholder. See the household version of the variable.]

IPUMS sample identifier [person version] (SAMPLEP) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Overview

Type: Continuous
Format: numeric
Width: 9
Decimals: 0

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

[This file is just a placeholder. See the household version of the variable.]
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Household serial number [person version] (SERIAL) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Overview

Type: Continuous
Format: numeric
Width: 10
Decimals: 0

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

[This file is just a placeholder. See the household version of the variable.]

Country [person version] (COUNTRYP) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Overview

Type: Continuous
Format: numeric
Width: 3
Decimals: 0

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

[This file is just a placeholder. See the household version of the variable.]

Record type [person version] (RECTYPEP) 
File: IRL1979-P-H
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: character
Width: 1

Valid cases: 0
Invalid: 0

Description

[This file is just a placeholder. See the household version of the variable.]

38



Ireland - Census of Population of Ireland 1979 - IPUMS Subset

Related Materials

Questionnaires

Census of Population of Ireland 1979, Questionnaire

Title Census of Population of Ireland 1979, Questionnaire

Author(s) Central Statistics Office

Country Ireland

Language English

Filename enum_form_ie1979a.pdf
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