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1. General information 
This file sets out the information that you will need to access the data provided.  
 
In order to process and analyse the data, users should be in possession of appropriate software that 
can handle very large datasets. Users may contact Stats SA for advice in this regard if necessary.  
 
The files essential for accessing the data are provided in text format. Other files with relevant 
information have been provided in Word, PDF and Excel 2000 formats. If you do not have software 
appropriate for this format, please contact Stats SA and hard copies of the documents will be 
forwarded to you.  

2. Contents of CD 
2.1 Data 
 

This directory contains the data files in text format: 
 
• Civil marriages 2010.txt 
• Customary marriages 2010.txt 
• Civil unions 2010.txt 
• Divorces 2010.txt 
 

2.2 Metadata 
This file contains information on the corresponding sections:  
 

• Civil marriages: Information on couples married in 2010. 
• Customary marriages: Information on couples married in 2010. 
• Civil unions: Information on couples in civil unions 2010. 
• Divorces: Information on couples divorced in 2010. 

 

2.3 Record layouts 
The record layouts contain information about the question numbers, a short description and 
also the start position and length of each variable in the Marriages file and Divorces file. 
 
Variable names, which are also supplied for convenience, are the ones used internally within 
Stats SA. 
 
The metadata should be consulted for more detail descriptions of the variables. 

.  
2.4 Instrument of data collection 

This directory contains the following in PDF format: 
 
• Divorce form (Form 07-04). 
 

2.5 Publication 
This directory contains the statistical release in PDF format: 
 

• Marriages and Divorces 2010: Statistical release P0307. 
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3. Requirements 
The following minimum hard drive space is required: 
 

• Data   4.04 MB 
• Other      0.48 MB 

4. Coverage 
Data consist of civil marriages, customary marriages and civil unions that were recorded for 2010 in 
the National Population Register by the Department of Home Affairs. 
 
The divorce data cover civil marriages that were granted divorce in 2010 by the Department of Justice 
and Constitutional Development.  

6. Copyright notice and disclaimer 
© Copyright, Statistics South Africa, 2012. 
 

The information, products and services of Statistics South Africa (Stats SA) are protected in terms of 
the Copyright Act, 1978 (Act No. 98 of 1978). As the state president is the holder of state copyright, all 
organs of state enjoy unhindered use of the department’s information products and services, without a 
need for further permission to copy in terms of that copyright. 
 
Where a copy of the information is made available to any third party outside the state, the third party 
must be made aware of the existence of state copyright and ownership of the information by the state. 
The state (through Statistics South Africa) retains the full ownership of its information, products and 
services at all times; access to information do not give ownership of the information to the client. The 
use of any data is subject to acknowledgement of Statistics South Africa as the supplier and owner of 
copyright. 
 
Stats SA will not be liable for any damages or losses, except to the extent that such losses or 
damages are attributable to a breach by Stats SA of its obligations in terms of an existing agreement 
or to the negligence or wilful act or omissions of Stats SA, its servants or agents, arising out of the 
supply of data and/or digital products in terms of that agreement. The user indemnifies Stats SA 
against any claims of whatsoever nature (including legal costs) by third parties arising from the 
reformatting, restructuring, reprocessing and/or addition of the data, by the user. 
 
Since there have been demographic changes in South Africa associated, inter alia, with internal and 
external migration, and population growth, this means that population profiles may have changed at 
differing geographic levels. Stats SA is not responsible for any damages or losses, arising directly or 
consequently, which might result from the application or use of these data.  
 

8. Contact details 
Please do not hesitate to contact Stats SA User Information Services for additional information or 
queries: 
 
Tel:   +27 (12) 310-8600 
Fax:   +27 (12) 310-8500 
E-mail:   info@statssa.gov.za 
Stats SA website:  www.statssa.gov.za 


