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Sampling

Sampling Procedure

The recruitment of girls interested in the SOS program, who would also be part of the research, was carried out during
October and November 2013, across Greater Monrovia, in 16 urban and 2 peri-urban communities.

These 18 communities jointly have a population of 264.000. We estimate that these 18 zones jointly have a total of 11.000
girls aged 12-15.7 In total, 3,060 eligible girls registered as interested in the SOS program. Recruitment targets were set by
community, in line with each community’s population, and recruitment within each community was closed once that
community’s target was met.

The research team carried out a baseline survey between October 2013 and January 2014, and successfully interviewed
2,884 of these girls as well as one guardian for each girl. These 2,884 girls thus became the “study sample.”, and they were
then randomly assigned by the research team to either a “treatment group” that will receive the SOS program (1420 girls),
or a “control group” that will not (1464 girls). Randomization to treatment or control was done in January 2014 at the
individual-girl level, and stratified by zone, age of girl, and the girl’s schooling status. Also, close friends, sisters, and girls
who live together were randomized jointly to treatment or control. Approximately half of the girls were assigned to the
treatment group, and half to the control group.

The study has included two data collection rounds: a baseline survey after enrollment but before randomization into
treatment and control; and an endline survey that began in December 2015, approximately nine months after the conclusion
of the SOS program. Survey data is collected from all girls in the study sample, as well as a guardian for each. The impact of
the program will be captured by comparing the endline data for the treatment girls to the endline data for the control girls.
Qualitative data is also collected to help better establish the mechanisms through which the program is impacting the girls
as well as their life experiences during this life juncture. This will be gathered through in-depth qualitative interviews carried
out one-on-one by trained researchers with a panel of girls, who are a randomly selected sub-set of study sample girls. A
first round of interviews was done a few months after the program’s start.
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Questionnaires

Overview

Data was collected from individuals using two quantitative survey instruments developed for this study: a survey instrument
for girls (“Girls questionnaire”) and a survey instrument for guardians (Household questionnaire).
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Data Collection

Data Collection Dates
Start End Cycle
2013-10-01 2014-01-01 Baseline

Data Collection Mode
Computer Assisted Personal Interview [capi] 

DATA COLLECTION NOTES

The household questionnaire requires an average of 45 minutes to be completed while the girl’s survey requires an average
of 100 minutes to be completed. Data collection was done using paper questionnaires. 

The surveys were written in Liberian English, and conducted by Liberian enumerators. Half of the enumerators were females
while half of the enumerators were males. Enumerators’ knowledge and understanding of the instruments were evaluated at
the end of a 2 weeks training. Out of those who successfully passed the test, 5 Teams of 8 enumerators (4 males and 4
females) + one team leader were created. 

These teams of enumerator followed the registration teams in the communities, and survey would start as soon as the
registration was over. 

Enumerators used the tracking sheets filled during registration to find the girls and their guardians. They asked for the
consent of guardians to be surveyed, the consent of the guardian to survey the girl and the consent of the girl to be
surveyed, and then proceeded with the survey.
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Data Processing

Data Editing

Questionnaires were sent to a data entry firm in Ghana at the end of the survey, and data were entered from February until
April 2014. The data entry firm entered the data twice and then compared the two entries to control for the eventuality of
data entry error. Data were renamed, checked for inconsistencies, and labelled by a qualified IPA RA.
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Data Appraisal

Other forms of Data Appraisal

A minimum of 15% of the surveys were randomly selected for a data audit. IPA, in collaboration with the Evaluation team,
prepared an audit form that draws from the full-length questionnaire. The audit questionnaire is intended to last no more
than 15 minutes of interview time. A comparison/discrepancies sheet was created and filled by the Auditor. Auditors
worked independently of the baseline team in order to limit communication between the auditors and the enumerators.
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Related Materials

Questionnaires

Girls Questionnaire

Title Girls Questionnaire

Country Liberia

Language English

Filename sos_bl_girls_questionnaire_final.pdf

Household Questionnaire

Title Household Questionnaire

Country Liberia

Language English

Filename sos_bl_hh_questionnaire_final.pdf

Reports

Baseline Survey Full-Length Report

Title Baseline Survey Full-Length Report

Country Liberia

Language English

Filename 108174-WP-PUBLIC.pdf

Technical documents

Codebook of Baseline Survey

Title Codebook of Baseline Survey

Country Liberia

Language English

Description
Excel file with the following Spreadsheets:
- Girl survey
- Household survey

Filename sos_bl_codebook.xlsx
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