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Sampling

Sampling Procedure

The Philippines sample design is a 4-stage sample design. There was no explicit stratification but the sample is implicitly
stratified by Urban Region. Implicit stratification was achieved by sorting the PSUs by Urban Region and selecting a
systematic sample of PSUs.

- First Stage Sample: The primary sample unit (PSU) is a Barangay Segment. The first stage units were selected by the World
Bank Survey Methodologist.

Each PSU is uniquely defined by the sample frame variable ‘SEG#_BGY’, i.e., the Segment ID# within a Barangay. The
sampling objective was to conduct interviews in 200 PSUs. In addition, 25 extra PSUs were selected for use in case it was
impossible to conduct any interviews in one or more initially selected PSUs. (N.B. None of the 25 extra PSUs were required to
be activated.)

- Second Stage Sample: The second stage sample unit (SSU) is a dwelling. The sampling objective was to obtain interviews
at 15 dwellings within each selected PSU. The dwellings were selected in each PSU using a systematic random method.

- Third Stage Sample: The third stage sample unit is a household. The sampling objective is to select one household within
each selected dwelling. The households are randomly selected with equal probability in each PSU.
N.B. The Philippines firm indicated that all selected dwellings contained one household, i.e., there were no multiple

household dwellings in the STEP sample.

- Fourth Stage Sample: The third stage sample unit was an individual aged 15-64 (inclusive). The sampling objective was to
select one individual with equal probability from each selected household.

SAMPLE SIZE

The Philippines firm’s sampling objective is to obtain interviews from 3000 individuals in the urban areas of Philippines.

Response Rate

An overall response rate of 94.8% was achieved in the Philippines STEP Survey.

Weighting

While the Philippines four-stage sample design greatly enhanced the operational feasibility of data collection, it resulted in
differential probabilities of selection for the selected persons. Consequently, each selected person in the survey does not
necessarily represent the same number of persons in the target population. To account for differential probabilities of
selection due to the nature of the design and to ensure accurate survey estimates, STEP requires a basic sampling weight
for each person that participated in the survey.

Details on weighting are available in the "STEP Survey Weighting Procedures Summary" provided under Related Materials.
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Questionnaires

Overview

The STEP survey instruments include:

- Background Questionnaire developed by the WB STEP team

- Reading Literacy Assessment developed by Educational Testing Services (ETS).

All countries adapted and translated both instruments following the STEP Technical Standards: 2 independent translators
adapted and translated the Background Questionnaire and Reading Literacy Assessment, while reconciliation was carried out

by a third translator. The WB STEP team and ETS collaborated closely with the survey firms during the process and reviewed
the adaptation and translation (using a back translation).



Philippines - STEP Skills Measurement Household Survey 2015-2016 (Wave 3)

Data Collection

Data Collection Dates

Start End Cycle
2015-08-31 2015-11-30 N/A

Data Collection Mode
Face-to-face [f2f]

DATA COLLECTION NOTES

The fieldwork will be organized into independent teams, each consisting of a supervisor (team leader) and interviewers
(ideally three interviewers, but not more than 4 interviewers per team supervisor) who move from one PSU to another during
the data collection period. It is strongly recommended to work with a few teams working for a longer period, rather than

many teams working for a short period.

The length of the survey is inversely proportional to the number of field staff required to complete the work. There are many
benefits for limiting the number of field staff, including:

- each interviewer conducts a large number of interviews, and as a result becomes highly skilled

- for the headquarters team, supervision and administration are easier with a smaller number of field teams

- overall administration costs are lower with fewer field teams

- about the same amount of time is needed for staff training regardless of the duration of the survey

The survey plan should take into account the sample size and the time needed for each field team to complete one PSU. For

a survey such as the STEP Household Survey, the time needed to complete the fieldwork would be around 3 to 5 months if
the number of teams is approximately 8-12 and there are about 200 PSUs.

Data Collectors

Name Abbreviation Affiliation
Etude Economique Conseil EEC
SUPERVISION

The role of the Team Supervisors (Supervisors) is to organize and direct the data collection at the PSU level, including any
logistical and technical details, and to ensure that the data collected is of the required quality. The Supervisors have the
following specific tasks:

1. Public relations

2. Coordination of the fieldwork

3. Timeliness

4. Coordinate the assignment of the Literacy Booklets

5. Quality control

6. Communications with headquarters

The aim of all the checks mentioned in this Section is twofold:

1. To keep track of the evolution of the fieldwork (e.g. completion/use of reserve household rates, timing)

2. To inform about the quality of data collection work: The Supervisor will use the information gathered in the field in order
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to improve the work of the interviewers (where necessary). If major deviations are found in the work of a particular

interviewer, the Supervisor should be ready to request a replacement interviewer, and that interviewer’s work will have to
be re-done.

The checks are of upmost importance, especially at the beginning of the fieldwork when errors will undoubtedly be made. It
is therefore essential to notice the errors early, in order to correct them and teach the interviewers the proper protocol if
necessary. It is also important that the Supervisors communicate these errors to the Project Manager, so all the other
Supervisors are informed and are prepared if the same situation arise in their PSUs.

All the supervision forms must be sent to the Headquarters, together with the finalized questionnaires, once the fieldwork is
completed in a certain PSU.
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Data Processing
Data Editing

STEP Data Management Process:

1. Raw data is sent by the survey firm. All coding and scoring (of the Reading Literacy Assessment booklets) is carried out by
the survey firms, following STEP Technical Standards. Training was provided to the survey firms at the start of the project.

2. The WB STEP team runs data checks on the Background Questionnaire data. ETS runs data checks on the Reading
Literacy Assessment data. Comments and questions are sent back to the survey firm.

3. The survey firm reviews comments and questions. When a data entry error is identified, the survey firm corrects the data.
4. The WB STEP team and ETS check the data files are clean. This might require additional iterations with the survey firm.

5. Once the data has been checked and cleaned, the WB STEP team computes the weights. Weights are computed by the
STEP team to ensure consistency across sampling methodologies.

6. ETS scales the Reading Literacy Assessment data.
7. The WB STEP team merges the Background Questionnaire data with the Reading Literacy Assessment data and computes

derived variables. Detailed information data processing in STEP surveys is provided in the "Guidelines for STEP Data Entry
Programs”, provided as an external resource.
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Data Appraisal

Estimates of Sampling Error

A weighting documentation was prepared for each participating country and provides some information on sampling errors.
All country weighting documentations are provided as an external resource.
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Related Materials

Questionnaires

STEP Skills Measurement Household Survey 2015-2016: Questionnaire in English

Title STEP Skills Measurement Household Survey 2015-2016: Questionnaire in English
Country  Philippines

Language English

Filename 2.0_step_eec_questionnaire_withoutvar_en_20150817.pdf

STEP Skills Measurement Household Survey 2015-2016: Questionnaire in Tagalog

Title STEP Skills Measurement Household Survey 2015-2016: Questionnaire in Tagalog
Country  Philippines

Language Tagalog
Filename 3.0_step_eec_questionnaire_withoutvar_tgl_20150817.pdf

Technical documents

STEP Skills Measurement Household Survey 2015-2016: Guidelines for Data
Processing

Title STEP Skills Measurement Household Survey 2015-2016: Guidelines for Data Processing
Date 2015-09-01

Country Philippines

Language English

The present document provides guidelines for processing data collected through the STEP Household
Questionnaire.

.. Itis specifically intended for Project Managers and all Data Entry Staff, regardless of the Data Entry Program
Description . S
(DEP) they are using, and details:

(i) the data entry process and timing;
(ii) the structure data files must comply with before being submitted to the World Bank STEP Core Team;
(iii) data checks all Survey Firms are expected to carry out during fieldwork and data cleaning.

Filename guidelines_for_step_w3_dep.pdf

STEP Skills Measurement Household Survey 2015-2016: National Survey Design
Planning Report (NSDPR)

Title STEP Skills Measurement Household Survey 2015-2016: National Survey Design Planning Report (NSDPR)
Date 2015-09-18

Language English
The National Survey Design and Planning Report (NSDPR) is aimed at clarifying implementation procedures

Description outlined in background documents provided by the STEP Consortium to the Survey Firm (e.g., Technical
Standards, Operation Manual, Interviewer and Supervisor Manual).

Filename nsdpr_step_philippines_update_september_18.pdf

10
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STEP Skills Measurement Household Survey 2015-2016: Weighting Procedures
Summary

Title STEP Skills Measurement Household Survey 2015-2016: Weighting Procedures Summary
Date 2016-03-13

Country  Philippines
Language English

Filename phl_step_survey weighting_summary_13_mar_2016_.pdf

STEP Skills Measurement Household Survey 2015-2016: Interviewer’s Manual &
Team Supervisor’s Manual

Title STEP Skills Measurement Household Survey 2015-2016: Interviewer’s Manual & Team Supervisor’s Manual
Date 2015-08-06

Country  Philippines
Language English

Filename step_household_survey_interviewer_s_manual_and__team_supervisor__manual_wave_3 aug_11 2015.pdf

STEP Skills Measurement Household Survey 2015-2016: Operation Manual

Title STEP Skills Measurement Household Survey 2015-2016: Operation Manual
Date 2015-08-06

Country  Philippines
Language English

Filename step_operationmanual__wave_3_aug_6_2015.pdf

11
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