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Albania - Reproductive Health Survey 2002

Sampling

Sampling Procedure

Sampling Design

The Albania RHS 2002 is based on in-person, face-to-face interviews with 5,697 women and 1,740 men in their homes. The
household-based survey was designed to collect information from a representative sample of men and women of
reproductive age throughout Albania. Respondents were selected from the universe of all females aged 15-44 years and all
males aged 15-49 years, regardless of marital status, who were living in Albania when the survey was conducted. Male and
female samples were selected independently.

For analysis purposes, three strata were constructed for the sampling design: Metro Tirana, other urban areas and other
rural areas. Metro Tirana includes 6 of the 19 communes in Tirana district: Bashkia Tirane (capital city of Tirana) , Kamez,
Vore, Farke, Kashar and Paskuqan. These six communes include 85% of the District population and an estimated 92% of the
urban population in the District. The "Other Urban Area" stratum includes urban areas outside of Metro Tirana and the
"Other Rural Area" stratum includes all rural areas outside of Metro Tirana. 

Note: See detailed sample design information in the final report which is provided in this documentation.

Response Rate

Of the 10,316 households selected in the female household sample, 5,866 (57%) included at least one eligible woman (age
15-44 years). One-third (34%) of households did not include an eligible woman and 8% of households were unoccupied,
principally in rural areas (12%). Of the identified respondents, 5,697 were successfully interviewed, yielding an individual
response rate of 97% for an overall response rate of 97% for women. Virtually all respondents who were selected to
participate in the sample agreed to be interviewed and were very cooperative. Less than one percent refused to be
interviewed. Response rates were similar in all three strata.

The male sample totaled 3,965 households with 1,831 (46%) including at least one eligible man (age 15-49 years). A lower
percentage of households included an eligible male than did the female sample (include an eligible female) due, in part, to
the emigration of males of working age. A total of 1,740 eligible males were interviewed for a 95% individual response rate,
yielding an overall response rate of 94% (.95 x 99%). As with the female sample, refusals were less than one percent and
response rates in the three strata were similar.

Note: See summarized response rates by strata in Table 2.1A and 2.1B of the report which is presented in this
documentation.
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Questionnaires

Overview

The individual questionnaire included information on each respondent's education, employment, living arrangements, and
other background characteristics, as well as histories of marriage, divorce and cohabitation, sexual experience, pregnancy
and contraceptive use. Additional questions investigated health risk behaviors that may affect reproductive health (smoking
and drinking habits), women's health screening practices, young adult sexual and contraceptive behavior, knowledge and
attitudes related to HIV/AIDS, and intimate partner violence. The questionnaire was developed in English and translated into
Albanian and underwent two pretests. The second pretest, in May 2002, was performed to test changes in the questionnaire
made after the first pretest.

4



Albania - Reproductive Health Survey 2002

Data Collection

Data Collection Dates
Start End Cycle
2002-08 2002-12 N/A

Data Collection Mode
Face-to-face [f2f] 

DATA COLLECTION NOTES

The interviews were performed by 25 female and 8 male interviewers specially trained in interview techniques, survey
procedures, and questionnaire content before the beginning of fieldwork. Interviewer training took place in the Health
Authority Training Center, a facility next to the headquarters of the Albanian National Institute of Public Health (IPH), just
before data collection began and consisted of one week of classroom training in fieldwork procedures and proper
administration of the questionnaire and one week of practical training in the field with close monitoring by the trainers. At
the end of the training period, five female and two male teams were selected for the fieldwork. Each team consisted of one
Supervisor, four Interviewers, and a Driver. Fieldwork was managed by staff of IPH with technical assistance from CDC/DRH.
The overall fieldwork implementation was supervised by two fieldwork coordinators. Fieldwork lasted from August through
December 2002. Each team was assigned to visit a number of primary sampling units in all regions of the country and
traveled by car throughout the country on planned itineraries. Interviews were conducted at the homes of the respondents
and lasted on average about 35 minutes for both men and women. Interviews were conducted in Albanian. Completed
questionnaires were first reviewed in the field by team supervisors and then were taken by the fieldwork coordinators, who
also reviewed them, to the National Institute for Statistics (INSTAT) headquarters where they were reviewed again by a data
quality consultant before data processing.
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Data Processing
No content available
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Data Appraisal
No content available
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Related Materials

Questionnaires

Female questionnaire

Title Female questionnaire

Date 2002-01-01

Country Albania

Filename Questionnaire_Albania 2002_female_var_names.pdf

Male questionnaire

Title Male questionnaire

Date 2002-01-01

Country Albania

Filename Questionnaire_Albania 2002_Male.pdf

Reports

Reproductive Health Survey 2002 - Report

Title Reproductive Health Survey 2002 - Report

Author(s) Edited by: Leo Morris, Ph.D. MPH Joan Herold, Ph.D. Silva Bino, M.D. Alban Yili, M.D. Danielle Jackson, MPH

Date 2005-05-01

Country Albania

Language English

Filename ALB_2002_RHS_final_report.pdf

Reproductive Health Survey 2002 - Final Report

Title Reproductive Health Survey 2002 - Final Report

Author(s) Edited by: Leo Morris, Ph.D. MPH Joan Herold, Ph.D. Silva Bino, M.D. Alban Yili, M.D. Danielle Jackson, MPH

Date 2005-05-01

Country Albania

Language English

Filename ALBANIA-2002 - REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH SURVEY.pdf

Technical documents

Readme

Title Readme

Date 2002-01-01

Country Albania

Filename Al02fm_Readme.pdf
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File Information Newvar File Albania 2002 Females

Title File Information Newvar File Albania 2002 Females

Date 2002-01-01

Country Albania

Filename al02f_newvar_list.pdf

Codebook Newvar File Albania 2002 Females

Title Codebook Newvar File Albania 2002 Females

Date 2002-01-01

Country Albania

Filename al02f_newvar_values.pdf

Codebook Newvar File Albania 2002 Females

Title Codebook Newvar File Albania 2002 Females

Date 2002-01-01

Country Albania

Filename al02f_newvar_valuesnv.pdf

File Information Pregnancies File Albania 2002 Females

Title File Information Pregnancies File Albania 2002 Females

Date 2002-01-01

Country Albania

Filename al02f_preg_list.pdf

Codebook Pregnancies File Albania 2002 Females

Title Codebook Pregnancies File Albania 2002 Females

Date 2002-01-01

Country Albania

Filename al02f_preg_values.pdf

File Information Newvar File Albania 2002 Males

Title File Information Newvar File Albania 2002 Males

Date 2002-01-01

Country Albania

Filename al02m_newvar_list.pdf

Codebook Newvar File Albania 2002 Males

Title Codebook Newvar File Albania 2002 Males

Date 2002-01-01

Country Albania

Filename al02m_newvar_values.pdf

Codebook Newvar File Albania 2002 Males

Title Codebook Newvar File Albania 2002 Males

10



Albania - Reproductive Health Survey 2002

Date 2002-01-01

Country Albania

Filename al02m_newvar_valuesnv.pdf
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